Mothers for Safe Technology

<head teacher/governor>





             <parents’ address>  
<school>       








<address> 
<town, postcode>







<tel number> 
<Date>
Dear [Head Teacher’s/Governor’s name]
Re: Wi-Fi in schools
I am writing to inform you, using material produced by Mothers for Safe Technology (M4ST), that governments are increasingly facing legal challenges over their failure to warn the public, including schools, of the health risks of microwave radiation from phone masts, Wi-Fi and mobile devices.
Whilst wired internet is safe and effective, the independent peer reviewed research, including recent large-scale studies, shows serious harmful biological effects from microwave radiation. A recent article in the British Medical Journal confirms that proven effects include reproductive/teratogenic, oncological, neuropsychiatric, immunological, oxidation, DNA alteration, gene expression and bacterial antibiotic resistance.
  A UK 2020 Consensus Statement declaring that microwave radiation from such devices causes harm has been signed by 3,500 medical and scientific experts.
  Children and adolescents are particularly susceptible.

An Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) has been awarded (July 2022) for a UK child on the basis of Electromagnetic Hypersensitivity (EHS)
 , meaning that the school must, under the Equality Act 2010, mitigate wireless exposure.  Eton College took independent advice which recommended a precautionary approach where children are concerned and have acted by turning off the wireless radiation at night-time in the boarding rooms.
The American Academy of Pediatrics, the Council of Europe and the former UK Chief Medical Officer as well as many leading scientists have warned against the use of Wi-Fi in schools. Wi-Fi is now banned in primary schools in France, Cyprus, Israel and Russia. In the US State of Oregon, a bill has been passed declaring Wi-Fi in schools a health emergency, and legislators in the State of New Hampshire have recommended that schools change to wired internet.
Most schools take their guidance regarding Wi-Fi from UKHSA (formerly PHE). However, UKHSA does not itself review the science but instead defers to the ICNIRP, a private group known to have conflicts of interest
 and which considers only heating effects of microwave radiation, whilst disregarding the proven harmful biological effects.
  PHE’s solicitors state that relevant parties should use their own discretion, based on available evidence, regarding use of Wi-Fi. We are providing schools with that evidence. 
The aim of M4ST is to provide solutions for schools, such as switching off devices when not in use and employing wired technology, so as to reduce the risks whilst moving forward with technological progress. Microwave radiation levels in schools are high; a classroom full of laptops can have radiation levels three times higher than being in the vicinity of a mast.
 We know that for parents and teachers to support this move they must understand the likely mental and physical benefits to pupils and we are therefore distributing this information widely.
The information pack (to follow by email) includes the references accompanying this letter, a list of the peer reviewed science, the situation internationally, and advice on how schools can reduce exposure without compromising on learning. Please see overleaf for a brief overview. 
Kind regards,
<NAME>
Notable points:
· Wireless Technology Not Adequately Assessed for Hazards to Human Health and Environment. ICBE-EMF 2022
  Scientists calling for an independent evaluation of the limits because ICNIRP’s guidelines are ‘based on smoke and mirrors.’
· 10,000pp of evidence of harm entered into the public record for the EHT/CHD vs. FCC lawsuit. The FCC lost their case 2021
 The public remain exposed without adequate guideline levels. “health guidelines related to non-cancer harms from … wireless-based technologies were capricious, arbitrary and not evidence-based.” UKHSA and ICNIRP use the FCC model, should we be relying on arbitrary guidelines for our children ?  Schools can adopt precautionary levels and avoidance of exposure.
· The US National Toxicology Program study (2018)
 and the Ramazzini Cancer Research Institute study (2018)
 showed ‘clear evidence’ of cancer from RFR. Currently RFR is classed as a 2B ‘possible’ carcinogen by the WHO. Experts are calling for it to be re-classified as a Class 1 ‘definite’ or ‘probable’ 2A carcinogen based on updated peer reviewed science.
· UK guidelines as advised by PHE are taken from the ICNIRP, a small, private group of scientists who consider only short-term thermal heating effects, whilst disregarding harmful biological effects from low-intensity emissions. The ICNIRP were ruled ‘biased’ by the Court of Appeal of Turin in 2020 
 and have been widely accused of having financial conflicts of interest.


· Public Health England updated their guidance in Feb 2020 advising to 'reduce exposure' to radio waves from mobile phones.
 Note that SAR values for iPads are higher than those for phones.
· The UK Chief Medical Officer warned in the Stewart Report (2005) that children under 16 should not use mobile phones.

· As of April 2020, 253 EMF scientists from 44 nations have signed the Appeal 'U.N. Environment Programme Urged to Protect Nature and Humankind from Electromagnetic Fields (EMF)’.

· In 2011 the Council of Europe passed a resolution (1815)
 in which they unanimously voted in preference of wired networks and no mobile phones in schools. Russia, France, Israel and Cyprus have subsequently reduced or removed exposures in schools and France has banned Wi-Fi in nursery schools.
· In 2016 neuroscientist Dr Sarah Starkey submitted a list of evidence to Westminster on the harm of RFR to children.

· In Oregon State USA, a bill was passed in August 2019 declaring the use of Wi-Fi in schools a health emergency (see Contents 2).
 The State of Alaska joined the move to reduce EMR in schools in March 2020. Schools worldwide are taking action.

· In 2020, the US State of New Hampshire recommended that Wi-Fi be removed from schools.

· In the UK, PHIRE Medical (http://phiremedical.org) and SSITA (Safe Schools Information Technology Alliance https://ssita.org.uk) state that Wi-Fi should not be used in schools.
· Harm has been shown to occur at levels below 0.5 V/m, but a typical classroom with multiple devices may have levels far above 6 V/m. The ICNIRP set levels at 56 V/m based on short term heating effects; these guidelines do not protect against the biological effects of RFR.
 
· Wi-Fi is inappropriate in schools in relation to their duty of care given the evidence showing its harmful health effects.
 Wired networks are fast, easy to use, and more secure.
· The Safe Schools Information Technology Alliance (SSITA) wrote in a recent letter to Parliament that for schools to be able to carry out effective risk assessments, as required by the Department of Education, they need to be accurately informed of risks, and yet this is not being done.

· Schools could be liable for damage caused by chronic exposure to RFR (Exclusion 32, 2015, Lloyds of London), and so must take action to minimize exposure.

https://www.mothersforsafetech.co.uk
Further supporting information:
Available at this URL: https://www.mothersforsafetech.co.uk/appendices-1
1. Warnings from experts regarding Wi-Fi in schools 
2. International moves towards safer technology in school
3. Schools’ liability and duty of care to students and teachers 
4. Peer reviewed research showing harm from manmade radio frequency radiation 
5. Peer reviewed research showing particular harm to children and adolescents
6. Inadequacy of PHE, WHO and ICNIRP guidelines
7. Solutions
8. Further resources
Endnotes:
� � HYPERLINK "https://jech.bmj.com/content/early/2021/01/04/jech-2019-213595" �https://jech.bmj.com/content/early/2021/01/04/jech-2019-213595� 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/5g-health-risk-covid-john-william-frank-edinburgh-b1789027.html" �https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/5g-health-risk-covid-john-william-frank-edinburgh-b1789027.html�


�  � HYPERLINK "https://phiremedical.org/2020-nir-consensus-statement-signatories/" �https://phiremedical.org/2020-nir-consensus-statement-signatories/�


� � HYPERLINK "https://phiremedical.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/phire-2022-press-release-hm-courts-and- tribunals-service-ehcp-for-uk-child-with-ehs.pdf" �https://phiremedical.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/phire-2022-press-release-hm-courts-and- tribunals-service-ehcp-for-uk-child-with-ehs.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5504984/" �https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5504984/�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7016513/" �https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7016513/�


� � HYPERLINK "https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19513546/" �https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19513546/�


� https://icbe-emf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/ICBE-EMF-paper- 12940_2022_900_OnlinePDF_Patched-1.pdf 


� https://ehtrust.org/environmental-health-trust-et-al-v-fcc-key-documents/ 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsroom/releases/2018/november1/index.cfm" �https://www.niehs.nih.gov/news/newsroom/releases/2018/november1/index.cfm�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29530389" �https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29530389�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.phonegatealert.org/en/the-court-of-appeal-of-turin-confirms-the-link-between-a-head-tumour-and-mobile-phone-use" �https://www.phonegatealert.org/en/the-court-of-appeal-of-turin-confirms-the-link-between-a-head-tumour-and-mobile-phone-use�


� � HYPERLINK "https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35751553/" �https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35751553/�


� � HYPERLINK "https://icbe-emf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/ICBE-EMF-paper- 12940_2022_900_OnlinePDF_Patched-1.pdf" �https://icbe-emf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/ICBE-EMF-paper- 12940_2022_900_OnlinePDF_Patched-1.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/radio-waves-reducing-exposure/radio-waves-reducing-exposure-from-mobile-phones" �https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/radio-waves-reducing-exposure/radio-waves-reducing-exposure-from-mobile-phones�


� � HYPERLINK "https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100910162959/http://www.iegmp.org.uk/report/text.htm" �https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100910162959/http://www.iegmp.org.uk/report/text.htm�l


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.emfscientist.org" �https://www.emfscientist.org�


� � HYPERLINK "https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=17994" �https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=17994�


� � HYPERLINK "https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27902455/" �https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27902455/�


� � HYPERLINK "https://ehtrust.org/first-in-the-nation-oregon-passes-state-bill-on-wireless-radiation-and-health-in-school/" �https://ehtrust.org/first-in-the-nation-oregon-passes-state-bill-on-wireless-radiation-and-health-in-school/�


� � HYPERLINK "https://ehtrust.org/schools-worldwide-removing-wifi-reducing-exposure/" �https://ehtrust.org/schools-worldwide-removing-wifi-reducing-exposure/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/committees/1474/reports/5G%20final%20report.pdf" �http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/committees/1474/reports/5G%20final%20report.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2019.00223/full" �https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2019.00223/full�


� � HYPERLINK "http://wifiinschools.org.uk/30.html" �http://wifiinschools.org.uk/30.html�


� � HYPERLINK "https://ssita.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Open-letter-to-Rt-Hon-Damian-Hinds-June-Ist-2018.pdf" �https://ssita.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Open-letter-to-Rt-Hon-Damian-Hinds-June-Ist-2018.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "https://cdn.website-editor.net/2479f24c54de4c7598d60987e3d81157/files/uploaded/RF_Risk_Assessment_June_2018b.pdf" �https://cdn.website-editor.net/2479f24c54de4c7598d60987e3d81157/files/uploaded/RF_Risk_Assessment_June_2018b.pdf�






